ALLIANCE FOR AGING RESEARCH
INDEPENDENCE AND DONOR POLICY
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the Alliance for Aging Research interacts in a transparent and accountable way in collaboration with other healthcare stakeholders. This policy does not set out to provide a definition of every possible funding possibility, but rather defines a set of principles with regards to the relationship between the Alliance for Aging Research and its donors/funders.
The Alliance for Aging Research is committed to maintaining its independence and will make choices and take positions based solely upon goals and objectives that are consistent with its Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. 

Since a substantial amount of public education is performed by the Alliance for Aging Research in partnership with other research organizations, foundations, and private sector companies, it is important to establish principles regarding the terms of collaboration and receipt of financial support, in particular what donors/funders may or may not expect in return from the Alliance for Aging Research.

These principles are proposed to ensure scientific accuracy and objectivity of content, to avoid actual or apparent conflict of interest, and to guarantee that the Alliance for Aging Research is always acting in the public interest.
All donations, grants, and sponsorships to the Alliance for Aging Research must be for the benefit of its mission. Voluntary contributions cannot in any way influence positions or decisions of the Alliance, whether explicitly or implicitly.

The Alliance’s principles include, but are not limited to:

· A hands-off relationship with donors/funders will exist regarding the presentation of health information and educational materials
· Materials will undergo independent scientific review by recognized scientific experts as individuals, as members of advisory panels, or as part of governmental health agencies such as the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
· The Alliance will retain the right to final editorial control when working with partners other than governmental agencies or quasi-governmental agencies such as the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Medicine, etc.
· All such protections and provisions will be established in contract or by written agreements with donors/funders
· The Alliance reserves the right to final approval of all uses of its name, logo, and any other identifying symbols
· Donors/funders will not exercise control over the program content of Alliance events
· The Alliance will not accept or include advertisements of drugs, devices, and/or services in any of its publications and will only accept or include non-promotional information about them when this is considered essential for the public’s education and awareness
· The Alliance will not endorse or make recommendations of individual drugs, devices, and/or services
· Over time, a donor’s/funder’s motives may come into conflict with the Alliance’s need for independence. Under these circumstances, financial support from such donors will not be accepted or will be discontinued
The Alliance for Aging Research will continue to enter into and conduct project partnerships consistent with the Alliance’s institutional mission.  We will choose projects that enhance the Alliance’s ability to stimulate and encourage support for research, and that promote public acceptance of new and innovative approaches towards better health and independence for older Americans.

The Alliance Board includes representatives of other products and services and board member recruitment is not limited to those industries.
The Board of Directors for the Alliance for Aging Research, its associate members, and scientific advisors will be informed of all finalized projects and their outcomes. 
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