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November 9th 2017 – The Alliance for Aging Research’s President and CEO Susan Peschin, MHS, has released the following statement regarding the elimination of the Medical Expense Deduction in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017:

We express our strong opposition to the elimination of the Medical Expense Deduction as proposed in the U.S. House of Representatives’ version of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. Eliminating this deduction would adversely affect millions of America’s older adults who rely on it to offset their out-of-pocket medical expenses.


The average Medicare beneficiary spends about $5,680 out-of-pocket for medical care, much of it on long-term care. In 2013, about 21 million Medicare beneficiaries ages 65 and older spent at least 10 percent of their income on out-of-pocket health care expenses. Of all households who claim this deduction, 55 percent—equivalent to five million taxpayers—have at least one member who is 65 and older.


We disagree with the claim that the bill’s proposed changes to the standardized deduction will offset the loss of the medical expense deduction. Medical expenses are both a rising and unpredictable challenge for older adults, and this deduction provides a reliable, predictable buffer against these costs. Taking the Medical Expense Deduction away will likely result in faster spend-down to Medicaid and ultimately increase costs. The Alliance for Aging Research is pleased to join with more than 60 national organizations to support the Medical Expense Deduction and to encourage the Senate to protect the financial well-being of older adults by restoring the deduction in its version of the bill.


Related Topics

Advocacy for Family Caregiving
As the population ages, an increasing amount of the burden for caring for loved ones falls on their spouses, partners, children and other members of their immediate circle, increasing both their costs and stress.

Learn More About Family Caregiving









News & Updates 








Alliance Releases 2023 Impact Report 



March 25, 2024 









ASCP, Alliance Applaud Congress for Directing FDA to Re-evaluate Boxed Warning and Data for Antipsychotics in Older Adults 



March 18, 2024 









32 Groups Advise CMS on Educational Efforts for Implementation of Medicare Prescription Payment Plan 



March 15, 2024 









Alliance for Aging Research Announces Inaugural 'Research Advisory Council' 



March 6, 2024 









Alliance Files Amicus Briefs in Ongoing Inflation Reduction Act Litigation 



March 6, 2024 









Alliance + 45 Organizations Submit Comments on Needed Guardrails, Other Provisions of Medicare Advantage Rule 



March 1, 2024 
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Contact Us


Alliance for Aging Research

1700 K Street NW, Suite 740

Washington, DC 20006



202-293-2856



[email protected]





Follow Us

	Facebook
	Twitter
	YouTube
	Instagram

 


Quick Links

	Make a Donation
	COVID-19 Information
	Talk NERDY
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