April 17,2018

The Honorable Paul Ryan The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, Leader Schumer and Leader Pelosi:

Our 113 organizations represent millions of people with serious, acute, and chronic diseases and
disabilities, as well as their caregivers. These individuals, and all Americans, need access to
comprehensive, affordable health coverage in order to meet their medical needs.

We write to express our concerns about the impact the proposed rule regarding short-term limited
duration plans (STLDs) (CMS-9924-P) will have both on the health insurance marketplaces and the
individuals we represent. While short term plans can offer less expensive coverage, they are not
required to adhere to important standards, including the ten essential health benefit categories,
guaranteed issue, out-of-pocket maximums, age-rating protections, and many other critical consumer
protections. These policies are also allowed to charge much higher premiums, deny coverage altogether
for consumers who cannot meet medical underwriting standards, and impose lifetime and annual limits
on services. If the proposed rule put forward by the Administration is finalized in its current form, it will
limit access to quality and affordable health insurance coverage for all Americans, and
disproportionately harm individuals with pre-existing conditions and people with disabilities.

Expanding access to these policies will likely cause premiums in the individual insurance marketplace to
increase dramatically, as younger and healthier individuals choose to enroll in cheap short-term plans.
Allowing STLDs to proliferate would force individuals, including those with serious or chronic diseases
and disabilities, into a smaller, sicker market to obtain the coverage they need to manage their health.
Premiums for comprehensive plans that meet federal standards would likely skyrocket, and plans would
likely exit the market. This will make insurance either unavailable or unaffordable for those who rely on
the marketplace to get coverage.

Our organizations are dedicated to identifying and promoting improvements to our health insurance
markets that control costs, stabilize the market, and positively impact coverage and care for millions of
Americans. Expanding access to STLDs will move us away from — not towards — achieving these goals. As
advocates for our communities, we implore you to protect patients and consumers, including individuals
with pre-existing conditions and persons with disabilities, by asking the Administration to withdraw this



proposed rule until it adequately protects patients and consumers, as well as any rules that do not

increase stability, improve affordability, and secure access to quality coverage in our insurance markets.
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cc: U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy and Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and Work Force

U.S. Senate Committee on Finance

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions



