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Alliance for 

Aging 

Research

The Alliance for Aging Research is the leading nonprofit 

organization dedicated to accelerating the pace of scientific 

discoveries and their application to vastly improve the universal 

human experience of aging and health. The Alliance was 

founded in 1986 in Washington, D.C., and has since become a 

valued advocacy organization and a respected influential voice 

with policymakers.

The Alliance believes that advances in research help people live 

longer, happier, more productive lives and reduce health care 

costs over the long term and that access to the latest scientific 

information empowers people to take control of their health.

The Alliance strives to advance science and enhance lives 

through a variety of activities and initiatives—from policy issues 

to provider and consumer health programs—that generate 

knowledge and action on age-related issues. Since 1986, federal 

support for aging research has more than tripled, private 

research and development in aging-related health has reached 

an all-time high, and new discoveries are making a lasting 

difference to the lives of millions of Americans.

www.agingresearch.org



Our Best 

Shot: 

Focusing on 

Education 

In July 2015, the Alliance 

produced a whitepaper, authored 

by Richard Manning, partner at 

Bates White Economic Consulting, 

looking at vaccination rates, 

trends and targets, incident rates, 

health insurance coverage polices, 

cost effectiveness literature, and 

more.

Federal survey data demonstrates 

that better education correlates 

with utilization. The paper 

therefore called for more general 

awareness about adult 

vaccination and specific education 

to adult patients.



Our Best 

Shot: 

Campaign
www.agingresearch.org/vaccination/



Senior Army 

of Truth 

Tellers



Falling Short 

of Healthy 

People 2020 

Vaccination 

Rate Goals
Source: Adult Vaccine Access Coalition www.adultvaccinesnow.org

http://www.adultvaccinesnow.org/


Annual 

Wellness 

Visit & 

Utilization

Medicare Annual Wellness Visit (AWV): A yearly 

appointment with a primary care provider to create 

or update a personalized prevention plan. This plan 

may help prevent illness based on current health 

and risk factors. The AWV is not a head-to-toe 

physical. Also, this service is similar but separate 

from the one-time Welcome to Medicare 

preventive visit. (www.medicareinteractive.org)



Wellness 

Wisdom

• Developed resource in 2018 as part of the 

Our Best Shot workshop kit

• Highlights the preventive visits of 

Medicare, with an emphasis on the AWV

including:

• What the HCP should cover during the 

AWV

• What screenings are included

• Preparing for the visits

• Where vaccines fit in

• Coverage of services



Survey 

Goals & 

Objectives

• Vaccination rates in seniors are still low.

• The Annual Wellness Visit is a great opportunity to change this.

• Claims data only shows whether or not the AWV is completed. We 

wanted to dig into this with a survey to learn:

• How providers are implementing prevention and prioritizing 

vaccination.

• What information needs they and their patients have. 

• How follow-up on vaccines is implemented since they don’t 

give them as part of the visit.
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CDC Vaccine 

Schedule 

Ages ≥65 Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.html



Why Older 

Adults Need 

Vaccines & 

Key 

Example: 

Flu
Source: The Doctor Weighs In



Barriers to 

Vaccination
Source: Alliance for Aging Research 

www.agingresearch.org



Educational 

Opportunities
Source: Alliance for Aging Research 

www.agingresearch.org



AWV and 

Vaccine 

Administration



Coverage 

Issues



The Annual 

Wellness Visit 

Opportunity: 

It’s All About 

Prevention



What Can 

Groups Do 

Together?



33

Pneumococcal Vaccination Resources

www.adultvaccination.org/professional-resources/pneumo

Shingles Toolkit

www.nfid.org/shingles-awareness-toolkit

Care For Older Adults? Care About Flu! Toolkit

www.nfid.org/flu65

Flu and Chronic Health Conditions Toolkit

nfid.org/flu-chronic-health-conditions

Call to Action: Reinvigorating Influenza Prevention in US Adults Age 65+

www.nfid.org/flu-older-adults

Call to Action: Respiratory Syncytial Virus in Older Adults: A Hidden Annual Epidemic

www.nfid.org/publications/reports/rsv-report.pdf

Webinar: Strategies To Increase Adult Vaccination Rates

nfid.org/webinar-library

Infographic: 14 Adult Vaccine-Preventable Diseases

www.adultvaccination.org/resources/vpd-infographic

http://www.adultvaccination.org/professional-resources/pneumo
http://www.nfid.org/shingles-awareness-toolkit
http://www.nfid.org/flu65
http://nfid.org/flu-chronic-health-conditions
http://www.nfid.org/flu-older-adults
http://www.nfid.org/publications/reports/rsv-report.pdf
http://nfid.org/webinar-library
http://www.adultvaccination.org/resources/vpd-infographic


Q & A



Thank You 

Thank you again to our funders for supporting 
this important work



Thank You 
For more information visit 
www.agingresearch.org/vaccine/

http://www.agingresearch.org/vaccine/
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