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I am Scott Frey, Senior Vice President of Public Policy and Government Relations at the Alliance for Aging 
Research.  

On behalf of Project PAUSE, a coalition of patient and professional organizations focused on improving 
long-term care for individuals who have neuropsychiatric symptoms associated with Alzheimer’s and 
other neurocognitive conditions, I'd like to discuss our longstanding concerns about CMS's Long-Stay 
Antipsychotic Quality Measure, which we believe is fundamentally flawed and has, for too long, 
unintentionally denied many individuals from consistently receiving clinically appropriate care. 

While intended to reduce inappropriate antipsychotic use, the measure relies on a one-size-fits-all 
approach that does not distinguish between clinically appropriate and inappropriate prescribing. 
Instead, it measures, with only three exempt conditions, how many individuals in a facility received an 
antipsychotic. It overlooks clinically appropriate indications, fails to reflect newer FDA-approved 
therapies, and incorrectly equates lower prescribing with higher-quality care. 

As a result, it creates pressure to reduce clinically appropriate treatment, which leads to involuntary 
discharges, barriers to nursing home admission, and unnecessary suffering for individuals with 
neuropsychiatric symptoms and their families. 

To address these issues, we respectfully continue to urge CMS to retire the current measure and replace 
it with targeted, low-burden improvements to the Minimum Data Set that strengthen prescribing 
documentation, reinforce multidisciplinary clinical oversight, and better distinguish clinically appropriate 
treatment from misuse. 

CMS can modernize the measure, advance person-centered care, and safeguard patients. We look 
forward to partnering with CMS to advance these reforms. 

Thank you.  


